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Key Changes

There has been a decrease in the Current National Status Red
number of road fatalities from

the December 2017 quarter to the

March 2018 quarter. NSW  Red
VIC Red
The 12 months to March 2018 QLD  Red
recorded an'mcrease in fa'ral.lhe? SA Red
compared with the same period in
op e e WA Red
2017. The data still indicate that the €
NRSS target for reduction in fatalities TAS  Red
may not be achieved. The ability to NT
achieve the targeted reductions in ACT
serious injuries is also unclear.
Previous National Status Red
Analytical key
NSW Red
* Green ) VIC Red
On track to meet or exceed NRSS target. QLD Red
Reduction in road crash fatalities equal ’ SA Red
to or greater than the rate required to ‘
WA Red
achieve NRSS target.
! -
NT
Currently ahead of (notional) target but .
faster rate of improvement required to ' ACT
achieve NRSS target by 2020.
Red User Groups Previous Current
* Re
Road crash fatalities are above the
notional NRSS target. Drivers Red Red
Passengers Green Green
Pedestrians Red Red
Motorcyclists Red Red
Cyclists Red Red

Note: The data used to produce this information have been sourced from the Australian Road

Deaths Database: www.bitre.gov.au/statistics/safety/fatal_road_crash_database.aspx, accessed on
13 March 2018 and Road Deaths Australia March 2018 monthly bulletin ISSN 1449-1168.
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Foreword

Australia’s Road Toll:
March 2018

The Australian Automobile Association’s (AAA) Benchmarking of the National Road Safety
Strategy (NRSS) tracks progress against the NRSS target of reducing road deaths by at least 30

per cent by 2020. All Australian governments committed to this strategy in 2011.

The Benchmarking Report finds that in the year to March 2018, all states of Australia continue to
record red light warnings as fatalities remain above the notional NRSS targets. There was a 2.9
per cent increase in fatalities in the 12 months to March 2018, as 1,270 Australians tragically lost

their lives on our roads. This is compared to 1,234 fatalities in the same period last year.

Alarmingly, the fatalities in the 12 months to March 2018 for New South Wales and Tasmania
have exceeded the levels prior to the commencement of the strategy. With two years of the
strategy to go, it is concerning that fatalities in these jurisdictions are now worse than before the

strategy commenced.

Further analysis of road user groups indicates a similar disturbing trend as the pedestrian and
cyclist fatalities in the 12 months to March 2018 are higher than before the commencement of
the strategy, and cyclist fatalities have increased by a staggering 104.8 per cent compared with

the previous 12 months.

Road trauma, however extends much further than fatalities. The number of Australians
sustaining serious road crash injuries has been largely unknown. This March 2018 edition of the
Benchmarking report, for the first time incorporates data on severe injuries from on-road traffic

crashes from the Australian Trauma Registry.

The Australian Trauma Registry (ATR) is a collaborative project that collects data from 26 trauma
centres around Australia. The data in this publication is only available with the cooperation of all
the collaborating sites, and by approval of the Steering Committee. Strict guidelines have been

applied to its use.

The AAA welcomed funding for the ATR from the Australian Government and is pleased to see
data becoming available. While results are currently only available for certain years, it is hoped
that further work will also provide data on injuries of other lower severity and closer to real-time.
The Benchmarking Report will continue to improve over time, as further data become available.

The data will enable a better understanding of road trauma, and the extent of its impact.

An examination of the severe injury data in this report shows that the number of Australians with
severe road crash injuries has been steadily rising since 2014. The results of the current report
indicate that there is not enough progress to meet the targets imposed by all Governments in

2011.
The AAA has provided recommendations its recent submission to the NRSS inquiry. Re-
instatement of the Federal Office of Road Safety would ensure that road safety strategies and

programs are effectively implemented at a national level.
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Section One

National (Australia) fatalities and severe injuries per annum
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The NRSS aims to achieve a reduction of
at least 30 per cent in road fatalities and
serious injuries by 2020. Since the road
safety strategy commenced, we have seen
a 6.1 per cent decline in the 12-month road
toll, which is lower than the rate required
to achieve the 2020 target.

In the 12 months ended March 2018, there
were 1,270 fatalities on Australian roads,
an increase from 1,234 in the previous
calendar year. There were 303 fatalities in
the quarter ending March 2018, a 10.9 per
cent decrease on the 340 recorded in the

quarter ending December 2017.

The current edition of the Benchmarking Report also includes data on serious injuries from on-road (traffic) crashes. Due to limitations,
data for severe injuries is only available at a national level for 2014 to 2016. In 2016, there had been a 19 per cent increase in severe injuries

compared to the same period in 2013. This is significantly higher than the rate required to achieve the 2020 target for serious injuries.

The ATR notes that variations in data may be due to improved data completeness and quality and must be considered when interpreting the

data. This Benchmarking Report will continue to monitor severe injuries in future iterations.

Comparative Performance — Past 12 Months

2017 1234

2018 1270

1100 1150 1200 1250

Annual Road Deaths

1300

Yearly Comparison — Past 12 months

There has been a 2.9 per centincrease in the
road toll in the 12 months ending March 2018,
compared with a year earlier.



Section Two

New South Wales fatalities per annum

Red

* 412 road deaths occurred in the 12

Target Actual Trend months ending March 2018, compared
120 /\ to 367 in the same period in 2017.
400 / *+ Anincrease of 12.3 per cent.
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Victoria fatalities per annum Red
+ In the past 12 months, Victoria recorded
Target Actual Trend 255 deaths, compared to 268 deaths in
300 /_\ the same period in 2017.
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Section Two

Queensland fatalities per annum

Red

320

Target

Actual

Trend

300
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+ Inthe past 12 months, Queensland has
recorded 255 deaths, compared to 250

deaths in the same period in 2017.

+ A 2.0 per centincrease compared to a
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South Australia fatalities per annum Red
Target —— Actual —— Trend + Inthe past 12 months, 103 deaths
occurred on South Australian roads,
129 compared to 84 deaths in the same
115 period in 2017.
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Section Two

Western Australia fatalities per annum

Red
Target —— Actual —— Trend + In the past 12 months, 159 people
were killed on Western Australian
228 roads, compared to 178 in the same
210 period in 2017.
200 /\"
\/\ + This is a decrease of 10.7 per cent
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compared to a year earlier.
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Tasmania fatalities per annum Red
Target —— Actual —— Trend + In the past 12 months, 43 people died
on Tasmanian roads, compared to 31
50 deaths in the same period in 2017.
40 e I'_\\ / + This is a 38.7 per cent increase on the
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30 N \/ \/
20 \4
10
07 I 1 1 I I T ]
:I 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 .’LI°
5] s
rl =

AAA



Section Two

Northern Territory fatalities per annum

+ In the past 12 months, 38 deaths
occurred on Northern Territory roads,

60 compared to 44 deaths in the same

period in 2017.
50 /\/\\ J=VA
N /\/ \/\ /\\ + This is a decrease of 13.6 per cent
compared to a year earlier.
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Australian Capital Territory fatalities per annum

Target — Actual Trend + The ACT recorded 5 deaths in the past

95 12 months, compared to 12 deaths in

the same period in 2017.
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+ Thisis a 58.3 per cent decrease on a

year earlier.
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Section Three

Drivers fatalities per annum Red
+ There have been 594 driver deaths on
Target —— Actual —— Trend . )
Australian roads in the past 12 months,
680 a decrease from the 600 that occurred
668 — in the corresponding period in 2017.
640
A + Adecrease of 1.0 per cent compared to
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Passengers fatalities per annum

Green
Target Actual Trend + Inthe past 12 months, 236 deaths on
Australian roads have been passengers,
338 compared with 210 deaths over the
same period in 2017.
310

+ Thisis an increase of 12.4 per cent

compared to the previous year.
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Section Three

Pedestrians fatalities per annum Red
Target Actual Trend + There have been 178 pedestrian deaths on
Australian roads over the 12 months, an
210 increase from 172 deaths over the same
260 period in 2017.
190 + This represents an increase of 3.5 per cent.
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Motorcyclists fatalities per annum Red
Target —— Actual —— Trend + There have been 213 motorcyclist

deaths on Australian roads over the
250

past 12 months, compared to 226 in the

" /j\\ /A\ same period in 2017.
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Section Three

Cyclists fatalities per annum
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43 cyclists have died on Australian roads
over the past 12 months, an increase

from 21 deaths over the same period
in 2017.

+ Thisis an increase of 104.8 per cent.



Section Four

Annual Road Deaths per 100,000 population

NSW 5.22
VIC 4.01
QLD .15
SA 5.96
WA 6.15
TAS 8.24
ACT* 1.21
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16
Current Current Number of Potential
number of fatality rate fatalities at lives saved
fatalities per 100,000 4.01 per 100,000
population population
NSW 412 5.22 316 96
VIC 255 4.01 255 0
QLD 255 5.15 199 56
SA 103 5.96 69 34
WA 159 6.15 104 55
TAS 43 8.24 21 22
NT 38 15.44 10 28
ACT* 5 1.21 5 0
AUS 1270 5.14 979 291

18

The National Road Safety Strategy does
not include a target for the fatality rate
based on population, but it is still a useful
indicator to determine priority areas. The
data show that the most populous states
of New South Wales and Victoria have
fewer road deaths in proportion to their
population than the other jurisdictions
(with the exception of the ACT), while
more attention is needed to reduce deaths
in the Northern Territory, Tasmania,
Western Australia and South Australia.

If the other jurisdictions were able to
achieve the Victorian fatality rate of 4.01
per 100,000 population, 291 lives could
be saved nationally, with 96 in New
South Wales, 56 in Queensland, 56 in

Queensland and 55 in Western Australia.

* Jurisdictions with a rate currently lower than 4.01 would

not be anticipated to increase the number of fatalities.
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