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Relative Level of Concern about Road Crashes
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HIV-AIDS

Workplace accidents

Heart disease

Depression

Obesity

Road accidents

Cancer

Drug & alcohol abuse

Ranking of health & safety issues: [Respondents nominated the most
serious issue & then the next 2 most serious, from a list of 8]
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Impact of Concern on Driving Behaviour
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How possibility of having accident affects driving? (open-ended question)

Being careful. Cautious driver

Aware of other cars. Keep 
close eye on other cars, drivers.

Don’t speed.  Don’t drive 
fast. Keep within speed limits.

Being more alert.
Pay more attention.

Aware of 
weather

Aware of 
bad drivers

Don’t drive 
at night

Does not affect driving

The main emphasis is on 
"state of mind" (being 
cautious and aware) rather 
than a significant change in 
driving behaviour.
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Estimated Road Toll
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How many people killed on Australian roads in 2003? (open-ended question)

The road toll is vastly
under-estimated. The 
median estimate is only 
500, while the correct 
answer is 1628.

14% were unable to give an estimate
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Perceived Causes of Road Crashes
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35%

10%

Roads

Drug use

Driver skills

Lack of concentration

Driver attitudes

Fatigue

Drink driving

Excessive speed

What causes road accidents? (Respondents nominated the single biggest cause 
& then 2 other important causes, in an open-ended question).

Other mentions:  Young drivers (7%).  Driving conditions (7%).  Mobile phone use (7%)
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Changes in Driver Behaviour
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What has made you drive differently? (open-ended question)

Other influences:  More traffic (3%). TV advertising (3%). Family or friend involved in 
accident (3%) . 

Older

Having kids in the car

Other drivers’ 
behaviour

Involved in
accident

Aware of 
accidents 

Speed 
restrictions

Nothing. Have not changed way drive
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Car Crashworthiness
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What helps to make a car safe in a crash? (open-ended question)

Safety features. Airbags. Seat belts. 

Accident prevention features. ABS brakes. 
Good tyres. Road handling. Roadworthy. .

Strong body. Sturdiness. Made of 
strong material. Bigger car safer. 

Impact absorption.
Crumple zone. 

Make,  
design

Reinforcing 
bars

1997 
Comparison
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Big increase 

Big decrease 
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Concept of a Dangerous Road
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What makes a road dangerous?  (open-ended question)

Others below 10%:   Conflict points . Unsealed roads . Traffic volume . 

Poor surface. Uneven. Poor maintenance.

Potholes. Large potholes. Not fixed.

Narrow roads

Inadequate signage

Poor road edges

Corners, bends

Single carriageways

Poor visibility

Inadequate        
lighting

The main concept of a 
dangerous road is related 
to its condition (ie its 
surface and potholes) 
rather than road design.


